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September 2"d Round-up of Protest Events

A protest march through downtown St. Paul on the second day of the Republloan
National Convention started and ended in fireworks. In between, there was, for the
most part, a peaceful demonstration. Police estimated about 2,000 people took part
in the march, sponsored by the Poor People's Economic Human Rights Campaign,
which lasted about three hours. They chanted for an end to the war in Iraq and for
economic justice for the poor. As protesters gathered at Mears Park prior to the
march, they clashed briefly with police officers on horseback, resulting in a handful of
arrests. Police in riot gear lined the marchers' four-mile route through downtown St.
Paul, past both the Ramsey County Law Enforcement Center and Minnesota State
Capitol.- Things turn poorly near the end of the march when police used tear gas and
flash-bang grenades to disperse protesters they said were trying to get past security
fences. 'According to Ramsey County officials, 10 people were arrested throughout
the day. Along with the National Guard, the Minneapolis Police Department is
another of many agencies working with St. Paul on security. Protestors from
CODEPINK, a women's grassroots peace and social activist group, also planned a
march along Summit Avenue, which as reportedly peaceful. Ramsey County Sheriff
Robert Fletcher defended the large police presence by pointing to the damage during
protests on the previous day. Protesters are promising their often confrontational
actions will pick back up until the convention ends Thursday.

Thursday will spell the end of the oonvenz‘ion and will be the final opportunity for
‘anarchists’ to cause troub/e an mcrease in unlawful protest act/wty may occur.
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St. Paul Set for More Politics and Protests

Protests in the streets are mixing with politics at the Republican National Convention as police arrests .
near 300 following sometimes violent confrontations. More protests were planned for the final two days
of the convention Wednesday and Thursday near where delegates are meeting in the Xcel Energy
Center. Some organizers have promised to resume their often confrontational actions until the GOP
convention ends its four-day run. Total arrests for the week were 294, including 137 felonies. Ramsey
County Attorney Susan Gaertner and St. Paul City Attorney John Choi said their offices would file
some charges Wednesday against those arrested Monday but release others pending further
investigation. "We have not been able to get reports on a lot of the people that were arrested for a lot
of reasons,” Gaertner said. "Without documentation of what occurred on the streets, we can't charge
someone. We're rewewmg as many cases as are brought to us but it's been a slow process "
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Rage Against the Machine Target Center
Show Follows Volatile Tuesday

Sarah Palin’s speech Wednesday night at the Republican National Convention is the subject of heavy
discussion in St. Paul, while across the river in Minneapolis, music fans and RNC protesters are
looking forward to the Rage Against the Machine concert at Target Center. Several delegate parties
are slated for tonight in downtown Minneapolis. A group of about 4,000 protesters gathered at the
Minnesota State Capitol on Tuesday night, where Rage Against the Machine appeared for an
impromptu concert. St. Paul police shut down the concert, which didn't stop band members Zack de la
Rocha and Tom Moreilo from shouting lyrics to songs like “Bulls on Parade” through a megaphone.
After police escorted the band off the grounds, the protesters marched toward the RNC from the State
Capitol, storming the security perimeter and getting into a clash with police in riot gear outside Mickey’s
Diner.
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