TREND ANALYSIS

Potential Transportation Disruption Tactics

Criminal Elements at Special Events

The goal of this report is fo inform Law Enforcement of the types of tactics that have
been used by criminal elements in the past and might be encountered at events
leading up to and including the Republican National Convention September 15— 47,

introduction:

The Republican National Convention {RNC) is being hosted by St. Paul, MN and is
scheduled for 01SEP2008-04SEP2008. The RNC will attract several thousand
delegates and spectators alike to the greater Twin Cities Metro area. The delegates
for the RNC are expected to be staying at various locations primarily between St.
Paul and Minneapolis as well as other parts of the Twin Cities. Such a dispersal of
delegates will require that a substantial amount of travel to and from the Xcel Energy
Center in St. Paul, the Minneapolis Convention Center as well as the various hotels
in the Twin Cities area. This necessary and extensive movement creates an
opportunity for domestic extremists to target the Twin Cities transportation system in
- an attempt to disrupt RNC related activities as well as stage to have their message
heard. '

The majority of individuals coming to the Twin Cities for the RNC are expected to be
peaceful, however it is expected that fringe elements will take it upon themselves to
confront, and/or violently resist law enforcement in an attempt to disrupt the RNC.
This report is intended to give law enforcement a rough guide of what to expect in
“worst case” scenarios involving the disruption of traffic movement.

Activities Review:

All of the potential tactics that could be utilized by domestic extremists to disrupt
traffic flow discussed below were derived entirely from open sources on the internet.
Based on information available from open sources, domestic extremists wishing to
disrupt the RNC have stated several goals that they wish to achieve. Below are three
examples of stated goal gathered from open sources;
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“To shut down the cities, delay and disrupt the conventions and media coverage.”

“To deter cities from wanting to host the conventions in the future”

“To use the media to our advantage”




Those domestic extremists seeking to disrupt or shut down RNC activities in the Twin
Cities area will likely employ a variety of illegal and/or violent tactics and techniques in
an attempt to attain that goal. In addition to limiting movement to and from RNC
events, these domestic extremists are likely to also seek a stage from which their
message or agenda can be heard. Below are some of the illegal or violent tactics that
they may employ to attain their goals. Please note this list is not likely to include all
tactics available. As more tactics are identified, such information will be disseminated.

P

HEYRWI =
HMOND 10

SISATYNY QN1

Large signs, banners and tagging

These photo examples are of past illegal direct actions may not be indicative of events that may or may not impact Minnesota.
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Violence targeting law enforcement, delegates, bystanders and the media

These photo examples are of past illegal direct actions may not be indicative of events that may or may not impact Minnesota.




-Analytical Conclusion:

Based on the stated goals of domestic extremists and their planned activities, it can be
expected that they will attempt to disrupt RNC events by impeding movement between
the events. This can be most easily done by disrupting traffic on main avenues of
approach between Minneapolis and St. Paul. The most likely targeted avenue of
approach between the two cities will be along the 1-94 corridor. It is likely that other
bridges crossing the river between Minneapolis and St. Paul will also be targeted as
sites to impede traffic and for use as a stage. Additionally, the numerous overpasses
and billboards throughout the Twin Cities freeway system as well as prominent
buildings in the down town areas along with objects of significant height, such as a
construction crane, are potential stages or platforms for domestic extremists. ‘

When considering direct action tactics from past presidential conventions and other
significant events along the scale of the RNC, such as G8 Conferences, it can be
anticipated that law enforcement and first responders in the Twin Cities may face
similar direct action tactics that have been utilized during past events. The RNC will
provide a large scale and highly visible platform for these various domestic extremists

to commit acts of violence and destruction in their attempt to have their opinions heard.

it is anticipated that a small percentage of those individuals coming to the Twin Cities
area for the RNC will be violent domestic extremists. It is likely that governmental
agencies and buildings, military recruiting sites and installations as well as prominent
corporations such as defense contractors and research facilities may be targets of
violence in the months leading up to, during and following the RNC. Law enforcement
agencies throughout the Twin Cities area may have be faced with one or more of the
above disruptive tactics.
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