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Police arrested more than 100 protesters in downtown Minneapolis following a
concert by the political rock group Rage Against the Machine. Police earlier had
expressed concern about the possibility of trouble after the concert. A couple hundred
people lingered outside the Target Center after the concert. Police eventually ‘
ordered them to leave. A smaller group chanting "Whose streets? Our streets" then
headed toward the main part of downtown. A downtown Minneapoilis intersection
was blocked off as police processed those arrested. Young people sat on a
sidewalk, their backs against a building, or stood quietly in line, their hands in plastic
cuffs behind their backs. The Joint Information Center says 102 people were
arrested -- 100 for misdemeanors and two for gross misdemeanors. Of those
arrested, 87 were tagged and released, and 15 were booked. Those arrested after
Wednesday night’s concert are being held at the Ramsey County Jail, pending
criminal charges. St. Paul was quieter on the convention's third day, when four
women from the peace group CodePink were arrested after crawling under a fence a
couple blocks from Xcel. They were released. CodePink also took credit for
disrupting Republican vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin's speech on
Wednesday night. The group said two of its members were given tickets to the
speech by a Republican delegate who was frustrated with the party and Palin.

Including the Minneapolis protest, police have arrested 422 people since Saturday in
pre- emptlve ra/ds and at protests in downtown St. Paul that were marred by violence.
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Protesters Organize Final March at RNC

Protesters calling for an end to the Iraq war were organizing for one last night in the
-spotlight Thursday while John McCain accepts his party's nomination for president.
The Anti-War Committee, which organized Thursday's march, urged others to join in
and denounced the increased presence of police in riot gear and acts of "intimidation"
in the streets of St. Paul. Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty blamed the violence this
week on a small group of "anarchists, nihilists, and goofballs who want to break stuff
and hurt people." In a warmup to Thursday's expected main protest, about 50
college and high school students staged an anti-war rally at the Capitol at midday.
Eight police officers watched the rally from afar, with most leaning against their cars.
None wore riot gear. Organizers said they were trying to put on a safe, nonviolent
event for the whole family. When-a musician singing and playing a guitar uttered a
profanity, she was chastised by the crowd and quickly promised to clean up her
language. That was in stark contrast to the largest rally of the week on Monday
where nearly 300 people were arrested. There were a handful of arrests across the
Twin Cities on Tuesday and Wednesday, but the rallies and marches since Monday
went off without major incident. About 150 people marched peacefully Thursday from
the Capitol across the Mississippi River to a park near Xcel Energy Center, the
convention site, chanting: "Hey hey, ho ho, Bush and Cheney need to go to
Guantanamo."

The /argest group of protesters is expected to gather at the M/nnesota State Capitol
around 3:45 p.m., with a march toward the Xcel Energy Center around 5 p.m., after
their permit expires. The Anti-War Committee is urging others to join in the protest
and denounce the increased presence of police in riot gear Another protest is
scheduled for 4 p m. in St Paul
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RNC Day

John McCain will deliver his acceptance speech in the 9 p.m. hour Thursday, on a rebuilt town hall
stage at the Republican National Convention in St. Paul. Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty, once a
McCain vice presidential candidate, will speak about McCain’s life, while former Gov. Tom Ridge, Sen.
Lindsey Graham and Cindy McCain will headline the remainder of the evening. Thursday’'s theme is
“‘Peace.” . -

THURSDAY RNC SCHEDULE
6 p.m.to7 p.m.

Speaker: U.S. Rep. Tom Cole (Okla.)

Speaker: U.S. Sen. John Ensign (Nev.)

Statement of Rule Regarding Vice Presidential Nomination; Recognit'ion of Delegates Making Motions;
and Adoption and Announcement of Nominee; U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.)

Speaker: Maria Cino, President and CEO of the 2008 Republican National Convention

Speaker: U.S. Rep. Marsha Blackburn (Tenn.)

Speaker: The Honorable Rosario Marin

7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Speaker: U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez (Fla.)

Speaker: Gov. Tim Pawlenty (Minn.)

Speaker with Video: Former U.S. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (Tenn.)

Speaker:; Lt. Gen. Carol Mutter, USMC (Ret.)

Speaker: U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback (Kan.)
Speaker: U.S. Rep. Mary Fallin (Okla.)

8 p.m.to 9 p.m,

Speaker: U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.)
Speaker: Former Gov. Tom Ridge (Penn.)
Speaker: Mrs. Cindy McCain

9 p.m.to 10 p.m.

Speaker: Prasidential Nominee John McCain
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