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Judge: Public View of Convention Adequate

A group of protesters want more and better space outside the Republican National
Convention. However,-a Ramsey County judge noted that West Seventh Street East
of the Xcel Energy Center compares favorably with public space set up for other
national political conventions, and that it affords more space than what's offered at
this year's Democratic National Convention in Denver. Yet several lawsuits claim that
the area restricts free speech because it confines demonstrators to a single, confined
area. St. Paul leaders have decided to mark off about 180,000 square feet at the site
diagonally across from the arena, and are providing a stage and microphone with
access awarded through a lottery. Plaintiffs had demanded the size of that area be
 expanded, and the creation of an additional public viewing area. Also involved in the
lawsuits were a group called Impeach for Peace, the Twin Cities Peace Campaign
and the Welfare Rights Committee. At a news conference on 26 August, members of
a coalition planning a large anti-war march on the convention's opening day urged
people to get involved in the 1 September demonstration.

About 50,000 people are expected to march on 1 September. Other demonstrations
are planned throughout the week of the convention.
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rrests Come Early to St. Paul

On 28 August, two anti-poverty protesters who organized an outdoor encampment on
Harriet Island in St. Paul were arrested after they refused to clear the park by the 11
p.m. closing time. Approximately 60 officers arrived by bike and on foot, setting up a
large perimeter around the area that gradually tightened throughout the night. About
half of the officers were part of a crowd-control team, known as the "mobile field
force," which will be sent out to trouble spots during next week's Republican National
Convention.- Officers notified the protesters about the closing time shortly after a
couple dozen individuals began hauling mattresses, sofas, a tent and a generator into
the park during the afternoon. The two arrested were taken to Ramsey County jail,
and police said they were expected to be charged with trespassing. The remaining
protesters left the park after receiving orders from police. A MPR news team counted
about 30 activists milling around the tent, but police said about twice that number
were in the entire park after closing. St Paul PD stated the night provided a first
glimpse of how police might respond to civil disobedience during the RNC, which
starts 1 September.

The group, which aims to raise awareness of the poor and homeless, are also

organizing a march around downtown St. Paul on Tuesday. The protesters who left
the park said they will stay at churches and houses and plan to return on 29 August
to Harriet Island. '
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- The Republican National Convention announced the speaker IineUp for the event, which runs Sept. 1
4 at the Xcel Energy Center. Gov. Tim Pawlenty will lead off the final day of the convention, which will
culminate with Sen. John McCain accepting his party’'s presidential nomination.

Monday, Sept. 1
U.S. Sen. Joseph Lieberman (Conn.)
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (Calif.)
Vice President Richard B. Cheney -
First Lady Laura Bush
President George W. Bush
Tuesday, Sept. 2
Former New York City Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
Former Gov. Mike Huckabee (Ark.)
Former Gov. Tom Ridge (Pa.)
Gov. Sarah Palin (Alaska)
Gov. Jon Huntsman (Utah)
Rosario Marin, California Secretary of the State
Former U.S. Sen. Fred Thompson (Tenn.)
Gov. Linda Lingle (Hawaii)
Former Lt. Gov. Michael Steele (Md.)
Wednesday, Sept. 3
U.S. Sen. Norm Coleman (Minn.)
Meg Whitman, National Co-Chair for McCain 2008
Carly Fiorina, Victory '08 Chairman for the Republican National Committee
Former Gov. Mitt Romney (Mass.) '
Mrs. Cindy McCain
" Gov. Bobby Jindal (La.)
Republican Party's Vice Presidential Nominee
Thursday, Sept. 4
Gov. Tim Pawlenty (Minn.)
Gov. Charlie Crist (Fla.)
U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback (Kan.)
U.S. Sen. Mel Martinez (Fla.)
John McCain '
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